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We've reached 50! 
 

When embarking on a voluntary initiative, no one 
predicts its duration or success.  
The exact same applies to the editorial team 
behind the newsletter of the Karyates 
Association. Its purpose was to create a 
publication that would record events, keep 
Karyates around the globe informed, and serve as 
a bridge of communication among them. 
 

 
 
At the same time, it would serve as a repository of 
historical and folkloric information for young 
people and future historians alike, as well as a 
record of reflections and thoughts regarding the 
region's progress. 
It is not for us to say whether it succeeded in this. 
We do, however, take note of the letters of 
appreciation and material for publication we 
receive from you, as well as the verbal thanks and 
comments you share whenever we meet in 
person. 
This issue chronicles all the events and news from 
our village over the past summer—yet another 
season filled with reunions and vitality for 
beautiful Karyes. 
We hope to remain well and continue our efforts, 
and we thank you for your support! 
 

Head of the editorial team 
Charalambos (Harris) Konstantopoulos 

 

Karyes Memory and Culture Centre 
The presentation of museological and museographic study 

 

On the afternoon of Friday, August 7, in the Events Hall of the Karyes Memory and Culture 
Centre, museologist Ms. Marilen Mouliou, her associates Ms. Iliana Makri and Ms. Vicky 
Pappa, and Ms. Vily Fotopoulou (née Aglezis)—a Director at the Ministry of Culture—
presented the museological and museographic study. This study serves as the foundation 
for organizing the Center’s museum space. 

  
The presentation took place in a packed hall, featuring images and examples that captivated the audience. Clips from 
interviews with residents of Karyes who have since passed away, and whose stories will form part of the exhibition, 
evoked a moving response. Among those honoring the event with their presence were the Deputy Regional Governor 
of Laconia, Mr. Theodoros Veroutis; the Mayor of Sparta, Mr. Michail Vakalopoulos; the Karyes representative on the 
Municipal Council and President of Sparta’s Public Water Supply and Sewerage Company (D.E.Y.A.S.), Mr. Dimitrios 
Arvanitis; and the President of the Karyes Local Community, Mr. Panagiotis Mentis. 

 

 
The Board members 
and friends of the 
Karyates Association 
are working tirelessly 
to realize this vision. 
Everyone's 
participation, whether 
financial or of any 
other nature, is 
essential to achieving 
the goal. 

 
We thank everyone for the assistance they have provided. 
We are closer than ever! 

 

Summer 2026 in Karyes: Packed with people and a multitude of events 
  

Since early July, Karyes has been bustling with visitors who 
chose to spend a significant part of their summer holidays in 
this beautiful mountain town. 
 
The relatively rainy June that preceded the season resulted in a 
cooler summer compared to the scorching summers of 
previous years. In fact, light rainfall, occurring through mid-July 
and again on August 20th, helped revitalize the greenery and 
reduce the risk of wildfires. 
   

 Visitors and permanent residents alike enjoyed excellent service at the cafés and restaurants in both village squares, while the local grocery store and pastry shop catered 
to everyone's needs, minimizing the need to travel to larger cities for shopping.  
At the same time, the sports facilities, including outdoor courts and an indoor gym, offered further opportunities for enjoyable activities for both young and old. As for the 
cultural events, we truly believe they surpassed those of any previous year. In the following pages, we will attempt to list them all. Finally, we should mention the religious 
celebrations—such as the Feast of the Holy Spirit on June 1st at the Church of Aghia Varvara and the feast at the Church of Aghia Kyriaki on July 7th—where the Church 
Council’s excellent organization of services at these outlying chapels provides an opportunity for short excursions into nature. 

Enjoy reading.. 
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RELIGIOUS CELEBRATIONS 
 

The celebrations of Saint Paraskevi and Saint Panteleimon 

 

As happens every year, Karyates celebrated 
their patron saints: Saint Paraskevi on 
Sunday, July 26th, in Rachi, and Saint 
Panteleimon in the Upper Village the 
following day, Monday, July 27th. 
 
The fine weather helped ensure that both 
beautiful churches were filled with the faithful 
on both days. The Divine Liturgies concluded 
with the procession of the holy icons (Saint 
Paraskevi’s, bottom left; Saint Panteleimon’s, 
bottom right). 

Until next year! 
  

 
  

The Celebration of the Dormition of the Theotokos 
 

The Feast of the Dormition of 
the Theotokos—known in 
the Greek Orthodox Christian 
tradition as the "Summer 
Easter"—was celebrated on 
August 15th in Karyes, as it is 
every year. Hundreds of 
Karyates gathered at the 
Church of the Dormition of 
the Theotokos (Panaghia) to 
honor the occasion beneath 
the towering plane trees. 
 
Once again, the Church 
Council had made all the 
necessary preparations, 
ensuring the church was in 
impeccable condition and 
beautifully decorated. 
 
Following the Divine Liturgy, 
the charity raffle draw took 
place, after which the people 
of Karyes filled the Central 
Square to enjoy their coffee. 

 
 

  

 

   
 

The Transfer of the Holy Icon of the Virgin Mary 
 

Due to the high humidity levels in the Church of the Dormition of the Theotokos—which is situated 
near the Deiros River—it was decided, for the sake of preserving the Holy icon (which will turn 100 
years old next year, having been painted in 1927), to relocate it to the central Church of Saint Andrew. 
To mark this transfer, Vespers was celebrated on the evening of Friday, August 21, at the Church of the 
Dormition of the Theotokos. This was followed by the Supplication Service (Paraklesis) to the Most Holy 
Theotokos, during which a procession of the faithful accompanied the icon to the central Church of 
Saint Andrew. There it will be kept throughout the winter. 

 
The memory of the Beheading of St. John 

 

Many Karyates gathered on Saturday, August 29, to celebrate the Feast of the Beheading of Saint John the Forerunner at the church dedicated to him in municipal Clock 
(Roloi). Following the service, Kostas and Helen Kolovos—who live next door—graciously offered coffee, sweets, and fresh figs from the laden fig tree in their courtyard to 
the attendees, just as they do every year. The visitors heartily enjoyed the offerings, ensuring that this tradition was once again faithfully upheld. 
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SPORTS ACTIVITIES 
 

The Panhellenic (Greek National) Mountain Biking Championship 
 concluded with resounding success in Karyes. 

 

 

The Hellenic (Greek) Cycling Federation, in 
collaboration with the Municipality of 
Sparta and the sports clubs "Proteus" and 
"Spartiatikos", organized a unique three-
day event in Karyes filled with sports and 
entertainment. From Thursday, July 16 to 
Sunday, July 19, the Panhellenic Mountain 
Bike (MTB) Championship races drew many 
athletes competing in the men’s, women’s, 
junior men’s, junior women’s, and masters’ 
categories. Among other objectives, 
athletes in the men’s and women’s 
categories were vying for a spot in the 
European Championship, which is taking 
place in Switzerland this year. 
 
The athletes were welcomed and wished 
success by Mr. Savvas Tsopouroglou, 
Treasurer of the Hellenic Cycling Federation 
(E.O.P.), and Mr. Spyridon Selimos, Deputy 
Mayor for Culture, Tourism, and Sports; the 
two officials also presented awards to the 
winners following the conclusion of the 
races. 

Awards were presented by, among others, Ms. Konstantina Fakas (E.O.P. member and President 
of the "Proteus" Sports Club), Mr. Dimitrios Arvanitis (President of Sparta’s Public Water Supply 
and Sewerage Company and member of the Sparta Municipal Council), Mr. Panagiotis Pristouris 
(President of the Spartiatikos Gymnastic Club), Mr. Panagiotis Mentis (President of the Karyes 
Local Community Council), as well as representatives from various clubs and organizations. 

   

Friendly football match between veteran players 
of the “Karyatis” Sports Club and a combined team of 

Sparta Selects 
 

After several years, the "Karyatis" football pitch witnessed a memorable 
occasion as spectators packed the stands to watch a veterans' match 
between Karyatis and the CELESTE Sparta team. 

  
A large crowd of all 
ages, as seen in the 
photo, watched the 
thrilling game, which 
featured plenty of 
action and goals. 
Karyatis won 3–1, but 
the match ended on 
a sour note when the 
visiting team walked 
off the pitch before 
the final whistle in 
protest against poor 
officiating... 

 

 
 
It should be noted that throughout the summer, the Sports Club’s 
administration ensured excellent condition of both the outdoor 
facilities (football and basketball courts) and the indoor gym (equipped 
with exercise machines and table tennis tables), with a qualified 
physical education instructor on duty in the afternoons. 

 
 

BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM THE KARYATES ASSOCIATION 
 

Availability of Charalambos Konstantopoulos’ book 
"Karyes (Arachova) Laconia 

History and People 1700-1940"» 
 

 

 

The book by the Secretary of the Karyates 
Association Mr. Charalambos (Harris) 
Konstantopoulos, published this summer, was 
embraced by all patriots and not only. Its 
pages present the entire history of Karyes as 
well as the personalities who, with their work 
and contributions, marked the place. 
The first edition sold out, and a second edition 
has now been released. All proceeds go 
towards the Association's causes.  
Copies of this important book can be obtained 
from all members of the Association's Board of 
Directors. 

For more information, 
 Please call 0030-6974-720909 

 or send an email at 
karyates.association@karyes.gr  

 

Availability of Annita Gleka-Prekeze's book 
"20th century, Stories, Traditions, Narratives 

 from the villages of North Lacedaemon” 
 

 

 

This book, which was published two years 
ago, with the kind sponsorship of the 
Municipality of Sparta and our expatriates 
Panos and Voula Kopsiaftis, is the work of 
the well-known author Anita V. Prekezes 
(née Glekas). The author dedicated this book 
to the Karyates Association, whose she has 
been a key supporter for many years. 
 The first edition was sold out, since the 
books became literally rapturous and well-
loved. The Association proceeded to a second 
edition. 
Copies of this important book can be 
obtained from all members of the Board of 
the Association.  
More information at tel. 0030-6985-120559, 

or at karyates.association@karyes.gr 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT / INVITATION 

Are you involved in the arts (painting, music-song, dance, theater, photography, video, floristry, crafts)? 
The Karyates Association invites you to contact us in order to present your work to our compatriots and to the visitors of our village in the summer, either through an 

exhibition of your creations, or through a cultural action. 
Contact now at the Karyates Association email address karyates.association@karyes.gr, 

or at the phones (+30) 6944-784563, 6974-720909. 

mailto:karyates.association@karyes.gr
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CULTURAL EVENTS – EXHIBITIONS – PRESENTATIONS – COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS 
 

Painting Exhibition by Ms. Asteria Kolovos 
 

 

 

From Friday, July 24, 
through Monday, July 27, 
an exhibition of paintings 
by Ms. Asteria Kolovos 
was hosted in the Events 
Hall of the Karyes Memory 
and Culture Centre. 
 
Residents and visitors of 
Karyes had the opportunity 
to view works by the 
renowned Greek visual 
artist and to speak with 
her. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Ms. Asteria Kolovos 
(full name Asteria-
Varvara Kolovos) is a 
Greek visual artist, 
author, and poet. 
She was born in 
Minyakos 
Orchomenos and 
lives in Athens. 
 

 

 
She studied Anthropology, Folklore, and Alternative Sciences. 
She is actively engaged in researching global folklore traditions 
and ancient Greek mythology, while also following the spiritual 
path of shamanism for many years. Her work encompasses 
poetry (both verse and prose) and fairy tales, as well as visual 
arts, with a focus on watercolor and mixed media. A notable 
work of hers in the realm of poetry is the collection “Ta 
Kryptika” (The Cryptic Ones). 

 

Presentation of the Karyes Digital Archive 
 

On Tuesday, August 11, the presentation of the Karyes Digital Archive took place at the Events Hall of the 
Karyes Memory and Culture Centre, led by Ms. Maria-Dimitra (Margie) Konstantopoulos, administrator 
of the Karyes website. 
 

 
 

  
 

Ms. Konstantopoulos explained the reasons behind the archive's creation, its utility, and how it can be 
utilized—both now and in the future—by leveraging artificial intelligence tools. Attendees also had the 
opportunity to view the archive's current interface and see how users can navigate it to access the 
digitized documents, books, studies, and various other materials it contains. Finally, the possibilities for 
enriching the archive in the near future were analyzed, taking into account copyright legislation. The 
digital archive is accessible at the following web address: https://www.karyes.gr/digitarch/ 
 
Ms. Margie Konstantopoulos extends her warm thanks to Ms. Christina Kogia (mothers name 
Theodorakakis), who responded to the call issued last spring and funded the digitization of two valuable 
publications: the *Golden Book* of the Arachovites’ Brotherhood (1923–27) and Volume 1 of 
*Karyatika* (1950). Both publications are now available via the digital archive. 
She also warmly thanks Ms. Konstantina (Dina) Nikolouzou-Griva, who made rare, printed publications 
concerning Karyes and the Arachovites’ Brotherhoods (Adelphotis) available from her father’s archive for 
digitization. 
 
As the archive is a dynamic, evolving project, we extend an open invitation to anyone possessing printed 
material, publications, photographs, drawings, or any other items related to Karyes to make them 
available for digitization—or, if they wish, to donate the physical copies to the Karyes Memory and 
Culture Centre. Interested individuals may contact Ms. Margie Konstantopoulos or members of the 
Karyates Association or send an email to the digital archive’s official address: archives@karyes.gr. 

Children's Event of Karyates Association 
 

 

On Saturday, August 
1st, the "PERIPATOS" 
cultural group—
representing the 
Karyates Association—
held a children's event 
in the courtyard of the 
Church of the 
Dormition of the 
Theotokos (beneath 
the "Panagia’s plane 
trees"). 
 

 The initiative, titled "TECHNOURGI," aimed to guide 
children through an experiential program blending nature 
and art. 

Memorial Service for 
Athanasios Matalas 

 

 On the morning of Sunday, July 19, 
following the Sunday Divine Liturgy at the 
Church of Agia Paraskevi, the annual 
memorial service was held for the repose 
of the soul of the great benefactor. As we 
have frequently noted, hundreds of 
natives of Karyes have, for over a century, 
benefited in their studies through the 
Matalas Foundation established by his 
will. An awards ceremony for students 
followed; those present included, among 
others, members of the Karyes Local 
Council and the leadership of the Matalas 
Foundation. 
 

May his memory be eternal!  

mailto:archives@karyes.gr
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CULTURAL EVENTS – EXHIBITIONS – PRESENTATIONS – COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS 
 

Event in honor of the Vice-President of the Association, Ms. Annita Glekas-Prekezes 
 

On Friday, July 31, the people of Karyes attended the presentation 
of Annita Glekas-Prekeze’s book, *20th Century: Stories, 
Traditions, and Narratives from the Villages of Northern 
Lacedaemon*, held at the Event Hall of the Karyes Memory and 
Culture Centre. The event was organized by the Karyates Association 
and the "Chilon the Lacedaemonian" Union of Intellectual Creators 
of Laconia; the keynote speaker was author and philologist Mr. 
Nikolaos Koufos, while the moderator was retired educator Mr. 
Theodoros Mentis. At the conclusion of the event, the Association’s 
President, Mr. Michalis Repoulis, presented Annita Prekezes, on 
behalf of the Board of Directors, with an honorary plaque in 
recognition of her long-standing contribution to the Karyates 
Association and to the community of Karyes. 
 Ms. Annita Prekezes-Glekas, through her long-standing involvement   

in village affairs, including the years of service on the Karyates Association Board of Directors by both her and her late husband, 
the physician Vasilios Prekezes (during which time she also served as President) has contributed immensely to realizing the dream 
of creating the Karyes Memory and Culture Centre. The event provided an opportunity for Karyes to thank her once again for her 
long-standing contributions.  

  
 

Shadow Theater (Karagiozis) performance at Rachi Square 
 

 On the afternoon of Wednesday, August 6th, young children attended a shadow 
puppet show by Panagiotis Deligiannis in Rachi Square. The event was organized by 
the Karyes Cultural Club and, as you can see from the photos, was a great success. 
 

 

 

 
 

  

Presentation of Ms. Maria Bra-Vatsela's book 
 

 On Wednesday, August 12, the book *Sultani*—authored by Ms. Maria Bra, wife 
of our fellow townsman Theodoros Vatselas—was presented at the Karyes 
Community Hall. 

 

 

 
Speakers discussing the book—which 
tells the story of a forced migration 
from Asia Minor to Crete, included Ms. 
Eleni Vatsela (art historian), Ms. 
Theodora Tsakona (historian and 
archaeologist), Mr. Theodoros Mentis 
(retired educator and former president 
of the "Karyatis" Sports Club), Mr. 
Michail Repoulis (lawyer and president 
of the Karyates Association), and Mr. 
Panagiotis Mentis (President of the 
Karyes Local Council). 
 

 

•  

HAVE WE PAYED OUR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP? 
 Dear compatriot, 
 The Karyates Association has served its purposes for over half a century thanks to your love and support. To achieve its goals, the only thing that asks from you is the 
annual membership fee of 

 € 5.00 or U$ 5.00 
  Anyone may pay that small fee, “digitally” through internet banking. 

The bank account number (IBAN) is: 

GR 560110 662 00000 66200 228709 
SYNDESMOS TON APANTAHOU KARYATON SWIFT (BIC) ETHNGRAA / NATIONAL BANK OF GREECE 

 The same account is available to anyone for donations and any financial support desired for the purposes of the Association. 
 Regarding the Newsletter, although the cost of postage is high, it will be sent free of charge to the recipients. However, every contribution helps us cover the costs and 
gives us strength to keep going. 

With Patriotic greetings, 
  The Karyates Association Board of Directors 
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MUSICAL EVENTS AND FESTIVALS 
 

The summer musical events in Karyes were once again rich and varied. 

 

The series of events began on 
the evening of Saturday, July 
18, in the Central Square, 
where the music group "Kath' 
Odon" organized a musical 
evening dedicated to the 
renowned performers Giannis 
Poulopoulos and Marinella. 
 
Next came the Arachova 
festivals: the Agia Paraskevi 
Festival on the evening of 
Sunday, July 26, at Rachi 
Square, and the Agios 
Panteleimonas Festival on 
the evening of Monday, July 
27, in the Central Square of 
Karyes. 

 

 
 

At the Agia Paraskevi festival 
in Rachi Square 

  

 
 At the same time, "SAVAS CAFE" organized parties featuring a well-
known D.J.—running from the end of the two festivals until morning—
on both festival nights, as well as on the night of the Assumption (August 
15th). 

 
 

At the Saint Panteleimon festival 
in the central square 

  

Youth party 
 

 On Saturday, August 8, the Karyes Cultural Club held its annual youth party in the courtyard of the Aghia Paraskevi - Primary School. Once again, young people from 
Karyes and the surrounding areas gathered to have fun with the music of DJ RICO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Karyates Association News Bulletin – Autumn 2026 7 

 
UPDATES – ACTIVITIES 

 

Update on the case of the former parish priest 
 

 
 
 On August 18, 2026, former members of the Parish Council of Saint Andrew 
in Karyes met with village residents and fellow expatriates at the Karyes 
Community Hall to provide an update on developments regarding the case 
of the village’s former parish priest and the Helen Pauls bequest.  
 

The importance of medical prevention 
 

   

 On Wednesday, August 19, Ms. Maria Tsironis, Professor of Internal Medicine at the 
University of the Peloponnese and wife of our fellow townsman George Poulokefalos, 
delivered an excellent presentation titled "Prevention Saves Lives" at the Karyes Memory 
and Culture Centre’s Events Hall. Accompanied by explanatory slides, the well-known Spartan 
physician briefed the audience on advancements in medical science and answered questions. 
 

 

Donations to the Karyates Association. 

 
• Angela Panousis donated a sum of € 1,000.00 to support 

the objectives of Karyates Association 
• Antonia S. Theodos (Antonia Kyriakou Skiouris) donated a 

sum of € 15,000.00 for the completion of the Karyes 
Memory and Culture Center, in memory of the families 
of Kyriakos Skiouris and Harikleia Darmos. 

 
The members of the Association’s Board of Directors extend their 
heartfelt thanks to these fellow compatriots for their 
contributions. 
 

 

Day trip organized by the Senior Citizens' Centre  
 

The day trip organized by the Municipality of Sparta’s Open Care 
Centre for the Elderly (K.A.P.I.) to Kastania Cave, the Maritime 
Museum, and Neapoli in the Municipality of Monemvasia was a 
success.  

Care Centre’s members 
enjoyed a beautiful day 
filled with smiles, 
relaxation, and pleasant 
moments—an initiative 
that fosters social 
engagement and human 
connect.. 

 

  

Voluntary blood donation 
 

 

On the afternoon of Wednesday, 
July 29, 2026, the Karyes Blood 
Bank held its annual summer 
blood drive in the Karyes 
Community Events Hall. The blood 
collection was carried out by the 
mobile unit from the Sparta 
Hospital. 

 

  

Informative talk for the dementia awareness 
 

As part of the dementia awareness and information initiatives in Laconia, "THERAPY EXPRESS" – 
the Day Care Center for Dementia of the Regional Unit of Laconia, in collaboration with the 
Municipality of Sparta, organized an informative talk on July 21, 2026, at the Karyes Community 
Office Event Hall. The event aimed to enhance public knowledge regarding dementia and the early 
recognition of symptoms. Following the presentations, memory tests were conducted. Additionally, 
participants had the opportunity to experience a daily physical activity routine implemented by the 
center's physiotherapists and exercise instructors.  

 

The scientific team for the aforementioned activities 
comprised neurologists Ms. Stamatina Kalaitzakis and 
Mr. Stefanos Varvaresos, social worker Ms. Stavroula 
Lamprinakos, psychologist Ms. Georgia Lintzeris, 
speech therapists Ms. Panagiota Bougas and Ms. Eleni 
Tragas, as well as physiotherapists Ms. Kalliopi Rigakos 
and Mr. Charalambos Veldekis. 

  

 

 According to a relevant announcement: "The Center 
and its staff extend our heartfelt, warmest, and most 
sincere thanks to the Municipality of Sparta for its 
ongoing support, trust, and substantive cooperation. 
Special mention is due to the Deputy Mayor for 
Administrative Services and the Faris Municipal Unit, 
Ms. Adamantia Vagiakakos-Dogantzis; the Deputy 
Mayor for the Karyes Municipal Unit, Mr. Panteleimon 
Giannakopoulos; and Mr. Panagiotis Mentis, President 
of the Karyes Local Community Council, all of whom 
provided invaluable presence and contributions. 

We also extend our deep appreciation and special thanks to the Deputy Mayor for Social Policy and 
Education, Mr. Georgios Koulouvakos, for his unwavering support, his attitude, and his tangible 
contribution to the successful organization of these activities. 

 

His belief in our work and his support 
for our organization’s outreach 
efforts represent not merely a 
collaboration, but a meaningful 
alliance driven by a shared vision: 
informing, raising awareness, and 
caring for the community”. 
  
For information and to schedule an 
appointment, interested parties may 
contact the facility at 27310-24003 
and 27310-24006. 
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LOCAL NEWS 
Sabotage at the drilling 

 

The act of sabotage committed against the Karyes water supply facility has 
caused concern in our village. The incident occurred just before the local 
festivals; it was discovered on the feast day of Aghia Paraskevi due to an 
interruption in the water supply. The intruder, who appeared to be very 
familiar with the site, broke the security grille and window of the borehole 
housing, entered the structure, and damaged the electrical panel. Notably, 
nothing at all was stolen (such as cables or other materials).  

  
Purely by coincidence (…), the tank’s 
automated low-level alert system also 
failed to work, and signs of tampering 
were discovered there as well. 
The fault was promptly repaired by 
Sparta’s Public Water Supply and 
Sewerage Company crew, and the water 
supply to the entire village was restored 
to normal within a few hours. However, 
this incident, combined with the fire that 
broke out in the spring in the forest near 
the spring raises concerns regarding the 
motives of the person or persons causing 
damage in Karyes. 

 

 

SOCIAL NEWS 

 

A lovely Karyatic 
wedding 

 
 On Saturday, August 22nd, 
Sarantos Zacharopoulos, son of 
Panagiotis and our fellow 
Karyatis, Nektaria Zacharopoulos 
- Pitsios, married the love of his 
life, Maria, at a beautiful 
ceremony at the castle of 
Monemvasia. 
 Many residents of Karyes were 
among the guests who offered 
their best wishes to the 
newlyweds. 
 

Wishing them a lifetime of love 
and happiness! 

 
 

Action taken to clear a source of infection 
 

Following intervention by the Sparta Municipal Police and the Crime Prevention and 
Suppression Unit (O.P.K.E.) of the Laconia Police Directorate, the Municipality’s Sanitation 
Department resolved a problem that had plagued Karyes for over 15 years.   

 

Near the village square, on the main 
road and in front of a private 
residence, there was an accumulation 
of various items, such as timber, 
marble, pallets, and other bulky 
waste, that detracted from the 
village's appearance, causing 
frustration among residents and 
visitors alike.   

 
 The President of the Karyes Local 
Community, Mr. Panagiotis Mentis, 
thanked all the aforementioned 
bodies, as well as Deputy Mayor Mr. 
Theofanis Lazaris, for his prompt 
response, which led to the best 
possible resolution of the problem. 

 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

 

James Perry Vastis 
David W. Butler High School 

James is the son of John and Stacey Vastis. James graduated with 
high honors from the Butler School of Health Sciences. He earned 
A Honor Roll distinction and received the Excellence in Science 
Award for outstanding academic achievements. He was a member 
of the National Honor Society and served as Junior Marshall. James 
served as captain for both the Varsity football and basketball 
teams. He also participated in track and field, golf and  

 volleyball teams. He was a member of the Dream Team and the FC Charlotte Leadership 
Club. 
At Holy Trinity, he served as an altar boy and the GOYA Leadership team. He played soccer 
and basketball, danced at the YIASSOU Greek Festival and competed at HDF. He volunteered 
at vacation Bible School. James will be attending North Carolina State University studying 
human biology and health sciences. 

    Congratulations! 

SOCIAL NEWS 

Baptism 
 

 A lovely baptism took place in Karyes on Sunday, 
August 16, at the Church of the Dormition of the 
Theotokos. 
The daughter of Evangelos and Christina Poulias, 
residents of Charlotte, and granddaughter of 
Athanasios Pistolis and Georgia Synodinos was 
baptized. She was given the name Georgia-Maria, 
and her godfather was Dimitrios G. Devekos. A 
celebration followed in the central square. 

Wishing her a blessed and happy life! 
 

 

A spectacular wedding  

in Karyes 

 

 On Sunday, August 30, the wedding of 
Konstantinos Fotiadis and Chrysa Pagonis took 
place at the Church of Saint Andrew in Karyes. 
The bride is the daughter of Maria Pagonis and 
the granddaughter of Matoula Koutsogiorgas; 
both reside in Toronto, Canada. More than 400 
guests, including many Karyates living abroad, 
had already arrived at the village by Friday. As a 
welcome, a celebration was held that day at 
Rachi Square. Following the ceremony, a 
wedding reception and celebration took place in 
Central Square. 

Best wishes to the newlyweds! 
 

   

WOULD YOU WISH TO BE ADVERTISED  
IN OUR NEWSPAPER? 

 

Contact us at 0030-6974-720909 
or at the email: karyates.association@karyes.gr 

 

KARYATES ASSOCIATION NEWS BULLETIN 
QUARTERLY PUBLICATION /  

  For information E-mail: 
karyates.association@karyes.gr 

REQUEST  
Those who wish to receive this news bulletin via 
e-mail, please inform us by sending your e-mail 
address at our e-mail address: 

karyates.association@karyes.gr 

mailto:karyates.association@karyes.gr

